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                                              MISSION STATEMENT 

To provide and implement policies and procedures that will meet the educational 
needs of children between the ages of 0 through 5 years with exceptional needs 
in a uniform and consistent manner throughout Glenn County in compliance with 
federal regulations, state laws, and professional standards of practice. 
Collaboration among special education staff and supporting agencies in providing 
coordinated and comprehensive early intervention services is critical in achieving 
the greatest success for these children.  The guiding principle is that children 
develop to their maximum potential when provided with early intervention in a 
collaborative model of teachers and specialists working in partnership with 
families to insure that young children with special needs receive appropriate 
services and support as well as opportunities for integration with typically 
developing peers. Educational decisions may need to be changed over time to 
reflect the child’s emerging strengths, needs, and preferences.  Cultural and 
linguistic diversity is valued and respected. 

The GCOE Preschool Special Education Program operates from the following 
assumptions and principles: 

• Rates of development vary from child to child 
• Program and Services are not determined by the disability of the child, but 

based on need 
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• A child’s rate of development in different areas may not be consistent 
• Development occurs within a social and cultural context 
• Play is an important vehicle for children’s development 
• Children learn (by repeating) newly acquired skills and by experiencing 

challenges just beyond the level of their present mastery 
• Children learn and develop best in the context of a community in which 

they are safe and valued. 
Adapted from Handbook on Developing and Implementing Early Childhood 
Special Education Programs and Services, CDE 2001 

CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE 

CHILD FIND 

The LEA shall actively and systematically seek out all individuals with exceptional 
needs from birth through 21 years of age. (EC 56300) 

The principal purpose of the Glenn county SELPA and its’ member LEAs is to 
identify all individuals birth to age 22, within the geographic boundary of the 
SELPA for placement in programs designed to help them meet their individual 
special needs.  Special education programs and services will supplement the 
general education program to the fullest extent possible.  Early Start programs 
and preschool provide a seamless transition to pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten, respectively, through coordinated efforts of preschool staff, general 
education staff, and families. (SELPA Local Plan 1.1; EC 56300) 

CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 

CALIFORNIA EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES ACT 
 
There is a need to provide appropriate early intervention services individually 
designed for infants and toddlers from birth to two years of age, inclusive, who 
have disabilities or are at risk of having disabilities, to enhance their development 
and to minimize the potential for developmental delays. Early intervention 
services for infants and toddlers with disabilities or who are at risk of having 
disabilities represent an investment of resources, in that these services reduce 
the ultimate costs to our society, by minimizing the need for special education 
and related services in later school years and by minimizing the likelihood of 
institutionalization. These services also maximize the ability of families to better 
provide for the special needs of their children. Early intervention services for 
infants and toddlers with disabilities maximize the potential of the individuals to 
be effective in the context of daily life and activities, including the potential to live 
independently, and exercise the full rights of citizenship. The earlier intervention 
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is started, the greater is the ultimate cost-effectiveness and the higher is the 
educational attainment and quality of life achieved by children with disabilities. 
(CCR 95001) 

PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION  

Individuals with exceptional needs between the ages of 3-5, inclusive, who are 
identified as requiring special education and services shall be eligible for special 
education and services.  Each special education local plan area shall submit to 
the Superintendent, as part of the local plan, information for providing special 
education and services to individuals with exceptional needs who are between 
the ages of three and five years, inclusive, shall be served by the LEA within 
each special education local plan area, to the extent required under federal law 
and pursuant to the local plan and application approved by the Superintendent.  
Early education services for preschool children shall be provided through a 
transdisciplinary team approach of professionals. Responsibilities of early 
education program staff shall include consultation with regular preschool program 
providers, consultation with other specialists, assessment services, and direct 
services. (CCR Section 52112, 56026, 56441.6.) 

 

FEDERAL REGULATION 

EARLY INTERVENTION 

Part C of IDEA requires "to the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of the 
child, early intervention services must be provided in natural environments, 
including the home and community settings in which children without disabilities 
participate." (34 CFR §303.12(b)) 

By definition, natural environments mean "settings that are natural or normal for 
the child's age peers who have no disabilities." (34 CFR §303.18) 

OVERVIEW OF GLENN COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION EARLY START 
AND PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS  

A.  Early Start Program 

The California Early Start Program is California's response to federal legislation 
ensuring that early intervention services to infants and toddlers with disabilities 
and their families are provided in a coordinated, family-centered system of 
services that are available statewide.  Children residing in Glenn County under 
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age three who are eligible for services under the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part C, receive home-based and child and 
family-centered services through the California Early Start Program.  Far 
Northern Regional Center shares responsibility with the Glenn County SELPA 
in coordinating and providing early intervention services at the local level.  
Through an interagency agreement with GCOE, FNRC refers infants and 
toddlers residing in Glenn County who are determined eligible for early 
intervention services to the GCOE Early Start Program. The agreement 
provides that the GCOE Early Start caseload is capped at eight, although  
Glenn County Early Start additionally provides services to infants and 
toddlers with solely low incidence disabilities, including children who are deaf, 
blind, deaf and blind, hard of hearing, have a visual impairment, and/or have 
a severe orthopedic impairment.   

The GCOE Early Start and Preschool Special Education teachers collaborate 
closely with other agencies to offer the best possible services and support for 
eligible children between the ages of 0-5, including the following: 

 

• Far Norther Regional Center (FNRC) 
• California Children’s Services (CCS) 
• GCOE Child and Family Services 
• Glenn County Health and Human Services 
• Head Start and Early Head Start 
• E Center Migrant Head Start 
• First 5 of California 
• Private Preschools 
• Local School Districts  

REFERRAL to EARLY START 

Far Northern Regional Center provides intake, referral, and evaluation services 
for children living in Glenn County between the ages of 0-3 years of age who do 
not have solely low incidence disabilities.  A solely low incidence disability is a 
severe disabling condition estimated to affect less than 1% of the total statewide 
enrollment of students from Kindergarten through grade 12.  These severe 
disabling conditions include hearing impairments, vision impairments, and severe 
orthopedic impairments, or any combination thereof. (30 EC 56026.5)  If the 
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infant/toddler has a solely low incidence disability, the Glenn county Early Start 
staff work directly with the family to coordinate the intake and referral process.   

ELIGIBILITY FOR EARLY START 

A child’s eligibility is based upon the results of assessment and evaluation of the 
child’s  present level of performance in all the required developmental domains, 
information gathered from the first contact/screening, observation of the child, 
family/caregiver report, and any collateral information available (for example, 
therapy specific evaluations that may have previously been conducted).  To 
determine eligibility as well as ongoing progress, the Early Start Teacher and 
other specialists as appropriate assess children with the Desired Results 
Developmental Profile 2015 (DRDP 2015) and the Hawaii Early Learning Profile 
(H.E.L.P.)   

Infants and toddlers from birth to age 36 months may be eligible for Early Start if, 
through documented evaluation and assessment, they meet one of the criteria 
listed below: 

• have a developmental delay of at least 33% in one or more areas of 
either cognitive, communication, social or emotional, adaptive, or 
physical and motor development including vision and hearing; or 

• have an established risk condition of known etiology, with a high 
probability of resulting in delayed development; or 

• are considered at high risk of having a substantial developmental 
disability due to a combination of biomedical risk factors of which are 
diagnosed by qualified personnel. (California Government Code: 
Section 95014(a); CCR Title 17, Chapter 2, Section 52022) 

If an infant or toddler is eligible for the Early Start program and services, an 
Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) will be developed that addresses the 
strengths, and needs of the infant or toddler, parental concerns, and early 
intervention services. 

Based on the child's assessed developmental needs and the families concerns 
and priorities as determined by each child's Individualized Family Service Plan 
(IFSP) team, early intervention services may include: 

 assistive technology 
 family training, counseling, and home visits 
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 health services 
 medical services for diagnostic/evaluation purposes only 
 nursing services 
 nutrition services 
 occupational therapy 
 physical therapy 
 psychological services 
 service coordination (case management) 
 special instruction 
 speech and language services 
 vision services 
 orientation and mobility services 

 deaf and hard of hearing instruction and services 

 

TRANSITION FROM EARLY START 

1. The Glenn County LEA provides special education and related services to 
eligible children at age three. The LEA participates in the transition 
planning for toddlers served under the Early Intervention Services Act, 
who may be eligible for preschool special education programs, before the 
toddler is two years nine months, or at the discretion of all parties up to six 
months before the child turns three to ensure that an IEP has been 
developed and is implemented by the toddler's third birthday. (Title 34 
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 303.344; Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, Title 20 United States Code Sections 1400-1420) 
 
For all toddlers with an IFSP, the transition steps contained in the IFSP at 
two years nine months or earlier include all of the following:  

(a) Discussions with and providing information to parents regarding 
     The toddler’s transition to special education for a toddler with a  
     disability who may be eligible for special education and related  
     services under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
     Act, Title 20 United States Code Sections 1400-1420, 

 (b) Steps to prepare the toddler for changes in service delivery,  
     including steps to help the toddler adjust to, and function in, a new 
     setting,  
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 (c) Provide information about community resources such as Head Start,  
     private or public preschool, and 

(d) A projected date for conducting a final review of the IFSP to review  
      the early intervention services and the transition outcomes by age  
      three. 
 

B. GCOE Preschool Special Education Program  

The responsibility for providing educational services for eligible children shifts 
from the Early Start Program to the LEA when the child reaches three years 
of age.  Under state and federal laws, children with suspected disabilities 
must be referred to the LEA before age three so that the flow of services can 
continue with minimal disruption. The Glenn County Office of Education 
Preschool Special Education Program provides specialized instruction as 
regionalized services from the SELPA for children from 3 to 5 years of age 
who have developmental delays in cognitive, motor, language, social, and/or 
adaptive skills. Among the many services available for eligible children 
include specialized instruction, speech and language therapy, specialized 
services for young children on the autism spectrum, DHH, VI, and O&M 
services and instruction.  Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) are 
developed for each student by a team that includes the child’s parents or 
caregivers and the GCOE teachers, specialists, and administrators who will 
be working with the child. Special education services are provided in the 
least restrictive environment, which most often is a Head Start/State or 
private preschool program, or a  

Per the Head Start Act of 2007, not less than 10% of the total number of 
children actually enrolled in Head Start will be children with disabilities who 
are determined to be eligible for special education and services as 
appropriate as determined under IDEA. (945 CFR 640 (d)(1))  

REFERRAL FOR PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION  

The LEA districts shall notify parents/guardians in writing of their rights related to 

identification, referral, assessment, instructional planning, implementation, and 

review, including the districts’ procedures for initiating a referral for assessment 
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to identify individuals who need special education services. (EC 56301; Local 

Plan 18.1) 

A referral to the GCOE Preschool Special Education Program can be made by  

the child’s parents/guardian, physician or other health care provider, 

representative of social service organizations, or other community member. The 

intake and referral process, as well as required timelines vary based upon the 

following: 

1. Child enrolled in Early Start/FNRC Early Intervention Program 
(Part C referral): Toddlers who may be eligible for services through 

the GCOE Preschool Special Education Program, the transition 

steps necessary for movement into services under Part B , written 

at the IFSP meeting before the toddler is two years nine months, or, 

at the discretion of all parties, up to six months before the toddler's 

third birthday, include all of the following: 

    (a) With parental consent, the transmission of information about 

the toddler to the LEA including evaluation and assessment 

information and copies of IFSPs that have been developed and 

implemented; 

    (b) Identifying needed assessments to determine regional center 

and special education eligibility and determining the regional center 

or LEA responsible and time lines for completing the needed  

assessments; 

    (c) Statements of the steps necessary to ensure that the referral      

the LEA is received in a timely manner to ensure that                   

assessments required under the provisions of Part B of IDEA       

are completed and an IEP is implemented by the toddler's third     

birthday.  
2. Child enrolled in a private preschool program: A referral can be 

made to the GCOE Student Services Department by the general 
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education teacher should he/she have concerns that one of their 

students might have special needs.   , The Preschool Program 

Coordinator completes the Infant/Preschool Referral form with the 

preschool teacher to document concerns.  Parents are then 

contacted for additional information, and if appropriate a CST 

meeting is scheduled with the parents, the preschool teacher, and 

the special education team or individual specialists as indicated, to 

further review concerns and develop a plan as documented above. 

General education interventions and accommodations that have 

already been considered and utilized in the classroom setting are 

documented. If a referral to Student Services preschool team for 

evaluation is made at the CST meeting, the parents will be provided 

with the Assessment Plan within 15 days of the meeting date to 

review the plan and all developmental domains that will be 

evaluated.   An IEP meeting will be held within 60 calendar days of 

the consent date.   
3. Child enrolled in a State/Head Start Head Start preschool 

program: Head Start/State Program staff and Student Services 

work collaboratively to identify and refer children suspected as 

having a disability through the CST process.  When concerns arise, 

staff notifies the Disability/Mental Health Specialist with the GCOE 

Child and Family Services Department, to request an observation.  

With written parent permission, the D/MH Specialist observes the 

child, and consults with staff on previous accommodations tried in 

the classroom.  The teacher completes a referral packet containing 

information about the child’s health, development, and referral 

concerns, as well as documentation of parent consent.  The D/MH 

Specialist schedules a CST meeting with the Student Services 

preschool specialist or team as appropriate, after it is determined 

that general education interventions and accommodations have 

already been considered and utilized in the classroom setting. A 
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referral to the Student Services preschool team for evaluation may 

be made at the CST meeting.  A representative of the Student 

Services Preschool Team meets with the parent/guardian within 15 

days of the referral to review the Assessment Plan and all 

developmental domains which will be evaluated.  An IEP will be 

held within 60 calendar days of the consent date. 
4. Child enrolled in E Center Migrant Head Start:  The E Center 

and Student Services preschool team work collaboratively to 

identify and refer children suspected of having a disability through 

the CST process.  The E Center preschool teacher completes a 

referral packet containing information about the child’s health, 

development, referral concerns, and documentation of parent 

consent and provides it to the Student Services Preschool Program 

Coordinator.   A CST is scheduled with the parents, E Center staff, 

and the Student Services specialist or team as appropriate.  A 

referral to the Student Services preschool team for evaluation may 

be made at the CST meeting, if it is determined that more general 

interventions and accommodations have been utilized.  A 

representative of the Student Services preschool team meets with 

the parent/guardian within 15 days of the referral to review the 

Assessment Plan and the developmental domains which will be 

evaluated.  An IEP meeting will be held within 60 calendar days of 

the parent consent date.  
5. Child not enrolled in a licensed preschool or childcare 

program: The referring party contacts the Preschool Program 

Coordinator with the GCOE Student Services Department.  The 

Coordinator completes the Infant/Preschool Referral form with the 

referring party (Appendix A), to document concerns, and to 

schedule a CST meeting with the parents and the special education 

team or individual specialists as appropriate, to further document 

concerns and develop a plan.  The plan may include the need for 
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additional information, or it may be providing ideas/strategies to 

address the referral concern.  If the CST team recommends 

assessment, and parents are in agreement, an Assessment Plan 

will be developed documenting all of the developmental domains to 

be evaluated.  This plan is provided to the parents within 15 days of 

the CST date.  An IEP will be held within 60 calendar days of the 

consent date.  

 ASSESSMENT FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

The assessment of the pupil…shall be conducted by persons knowledgeable 

of the student’s disability. (EC 56320 (3)(g)) 

During the evaluation process, information is gathered from a variety of 
sources, including a review of the child’s medical records and developmental 
history, interviews with parents, and/or teachers. The evaluation may also 
include the use of formal assessment process and instruments, as well as 
less formal, play-based assessment conducted by a trans-disciplinary team of 
specialists (i.e., a psychologist, education specialist, and speech therapist.) 

To qualify for preschool special education, a child must meet the following 
criteria: 

1.  Has been determined by an IEP team to have one or more of the 
following disabilities: Autism, Deaf-Blindness, Deafness, Emotional 
Disturbance, Hearing Impairment, Intellectual Disability, Multiple 
Disabilities, Orthopedic Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Other 
Health Impairment, Speech or Language Impairment, Traumatic Brain 
Injury, Visual Impairment, and/or Established Medical Disability.   

All of these conditions are defined in 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
Section 300.7, and discussed in 5 California Code of Regulations (CCR) 
Section 3030. An “established medical disability” is defined in California 
Education Code (CEC) Section 46441.11(d) as a disabling medical condition 
or congenital syndrome that the IEP team determines has a high predictability 
of requiring special education and services. 
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2.  Has needs that the IEP team has determined cannot be met with 
modification of a regular environment in the home or school without 
ongoing monitoring or support, and 

3.  such needs are not primarily due to unfamiliarity with the English 
language, temporary physical disabilities, or social maladjustment. 

4. Environmental, cultural, or economic conditions 

5. The IEP team determines that the child needs specially designed 
instruction or services.   

SERVICE DELIVERY MODELS 
Itinerant Preschool Special Education Instruction: 

The preschool special education teacher provides instructional support to 
preschool children with moderate to severe special needs attending full inclusion 
programs in Glenn County, including licensed preschool or child care programs.  
The special education teacher, along with trained paraprofessional support staff 
who work under the supervision of the special education teacher, work directly 
with the child to facilitate the implementation of the child’s IEP goals while 
ensuring access to the curriculum and classroom experiences.  Goals and 
objectives are aligned with the Preschool Learning foundations. The teacher also 
collaborates and consults with the general education staff and other DIS 
specialists as appropriate.   
Language and Literacy Groups on the Chapman Preschool Campus:  

This “Response to Intervention” group (RTI) supports the development of 
language skills for preschoolers with special needs and same age peers enrolled 
in a Chapman Head Start program.  These integrated small group lessons are 
co-taught by a speech therapist, education specialist, and classroom assistants, 
and developed to support academic growth, improved language skills, and 
social/play skills.   
Chapman D on the Chapman Preschool Campus: 
Preschool special education instruction and services at a Service Provider 
Location on the Chapman Preschool campus called Chapman D.  At Chapman 
D, children between the ages of 3-5 have diagnoses of autism or autism 
spectrum disorders and receive intensive individual and small group instruction 
and speech therapy in a highly structured setting, with the focus on development 
of school readiness, social/play skills and communication.  Children in Chapman 
D also mainstream daily in a Head Start program for socialization and play 
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opportunities with their same age peers.  Goals and objectives are aligned with 
the California Preschool Learning Foundations.  The special education staff, 
along with the D/MH Specialist and parent consider least restrictive environment 
and educational benefit for children receiving services in the Chapman D 
classroom, and utilize the Preschool Matrix (Appendix B) as guidance in 
determining increased inclusion and placement in the Head Start program. 
 

TRANSITION TO KINDERGARTEN 

Prior to transitioning a student with an IEP from a preschool program to 
kindergarten, an appropriate re-assessment of the student must be conducted to 
determine if they are eligible for special education services.  As a part of the 
transition process, an evaluation is completed by the preschool team or specialist 
as appropriate, to determine the student’s present level of skills and functioning, 
and to provide information that will assist the team in determining if the student 
continues to be eligible, and in determining the least restrictive educational 
environment for the student for the coming year.   At the transition IEP, special 
education and general education teams from both the preschool and the 
kindergarten program meet to discuss and review assessment results, and plan 
the student’s program, services, and IEP goals and objectives based upon 
assessment findings.  

EXIT CRITERIA FOR PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION 

The following criteria may support the recommendation at the IEP meeting for 
exiting the student from special education: 

6. The student has accomplished their IEP goals and is performing 
successfully in the educational environment, 

7. Deficits are not interfering with the student’s ability to function 
adequately within the school environment, with skills 
commensurate with same age peers, and 

8. Formal re-assessment indicates the student no longer meets the 
eligibility criteria in any of the categories outlined in California Code 
of Regulations for special education.  
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